IV. BIRTH AND PARENTAGE.

It was a hot summer noon. A vener-
able Shivayogi suddenly appeared before the
threshold. Chinnamrnai saw the stately
figure effulgent with age-long penance.
^Lord Nataraja Himself appears now before
me as such/' she said within herself and
reverentially welcomed the sage.   She
delightedly worshipped him, tended him
with true devotion and appeased his hunger
with sweet dishes carefully prepared. ^Thou
shalt be blessed with a divine child like
me," said he, as he rose up to leave the
house immensely pleased with her virtuous
hospitality and gave her some sacred ashes
which she ate. Ramaiah was very glad of
this rare act of charity.

A sage^s word fails not. Chinnammai
conceived; a new joy filled her whole being.
On the fifth of October, 1823, Sunday,
when the star Chitra was in ascendancy,
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